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STAGE SET STAGE presents a series of works by artists and thinkers who engage in new forms of research that ex-
plore, via the performative, how identity and gender are manifested in relation to site specificity and institutionalism. 
Consisting of an exhibition, a research station and a series of events, STAGE SET STAGE investigates how the Self, 
as a contingent entity, continuously rewrites itself into - as well as out of - various cultural, educational and urban 
socio-political contexts. 

The invited participants engage with, and put on display, the parallel institutionalization of new forms of performa-
tive and site-specific practices in relation to the politics of authorship and identity. By doing so, they reflect upon 
the relevance of those practices as cultural devices and as tools of insistence and resistance. Their gestures, poses 
and actions - from still and moving images to spoken text or song - challenge instigated, upheld and contested 
relationship(s) with cultural institutions, the public sphere and historical as well as educational frameworks.
  
At the heart of STAGE SET STAGE is the mobile structure “Space Set / Set Space” (2013), a site-specific collabora-
tion by Andrea Geyer and Sharon Hayes that responds to and creates an architectural framework for the artworks 
presented and for the research station. The research station will house its own website, a selection of reading ma-
terials, various documentary sources, as well as artists’ talks, writings and web sites by Andrea Fraser, Walid Raad, 
Rebecca Belmore, and Terre Thaemlitz as well as all participants in the larger project. STAGE SET STAGE is a space 
within a space that offers the participants a platform on which to speak about and to act out ideas and issues related 
to identity and institutionalism(s), allowing the visitor to step in and take part, or to simply remain an observer. 

From the 15th to the 19th of January 2014 a series of performances, screenings, talks and workshops will weigh the 
possibilities for change and consider the agency of linear narratives inherent to performative practices, by altering 
the sequence of the event: returning, remaining and existing. These practices engage SBC’s focus on discourse and 
living research, a growing archive dedicated to discourses on identity and sovereignty. 


